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1. O'ganizgtion gf *he VFL IR

The following VPL headquarters were known in :gpril 1954:
VDA headquarters at Cottbus airfield, past. office box No.34, - Co
referred to as . .Object No I ’
Asroclub No 600 at Cottbus airfield, referred to az Object III,
with assigned 1st Bn No 600/1 and 2nd Bn NMo 600/2
Aeroclub No 700 at -Drewitz airfield with assigned lst Bn No 700/1
and 2nd .Bn No 700/2
Aeroclub No 800 at Bautzen airfield with assigned lst Bn No 800/1
at Kamenz, referred to as Object No 11, and 2nd Bn No 800/2 at
Bautzen=-Iitten :
School of the VDA, numerical deaigna.t,iou 500, at Kamenz, referred
to as Object I, former designation: :Air Technlcal School No 500
School No 501 at Pirna, subordinate to the school of the VDA at
Kamenz, charged with the technical training of soldiers
School No 400 at Augustusbad, charged with the training of
parsonnel for rear:services; training courses fox‘ searchlight
rersonnel and rotor transport personnel = .
1st Tech Base No 301 at Cottbus
2nd Tech Base No 302 at Drewitz
3rd Tech Base ‘No" 303 &t Bautzen e
4th Tech Base No 304 at Kamenz
Guard bettalion ef the VDA Cottbus, referred te as Object No II,
in former Funkar ‘Kaserne. 1 -

. s &

2. Organigstion of ‘thg VDA ‘headquarters

Chief . CET - otsE. Lo (Brigadier General Kessler (fnu)
chief of staff ( ‘ Brigadier General Zorn (fnu)
chief of political department * * Colonel Fra#ike (fnu)

deputy chief PR Lieutenapt Colonel Schiel {fnu)
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assistants Major Pstak (fnu)
Captain Lorens (fnu)
Captain Koppitz (fnu)
Captain Weiss (fnu)

Total personnel sirength of political departments about 25 men.

Chief of engineer department
deputy

assistants;
in charge of weapons _

in charge of renwir and
maintenance work

in charge of radio sets
in cherge of airframes
in charge of aircraft engines

in charge of squimment

Colonel Kaiser {fnu)
Major Mewes (fnu)

Captain Scheeler (fmu)
Captain Fritz (fnu)
Captain Scheibs (fnu)
Captain Heller (fnu)
Senior Lieutenant Krause (fnu)
Senicr lieutenant Kuhlig (fnu)

Senior lisutenant Schubert (fnu)
Major Dr. Geislar (fnu)

Total personnel strength of engineer department: 12 to 15 men.

Chief of airfield construction
department

deputy
azsistants

Tieitennt Colonsl Wetkert (fs)

MaJor Kunze (fnu)

Captain Schulz (fnu)

Senlor Lioutenant Noack (fnu)
Senior Lieutenant Pertermann (fnu)
Lieutenant Ross (fnu)

Lleutenant Caul (fnu)

Total personnel strength of airfieid sonstruction departmwent;
about 75 men, including sbout 25 civilians.

Chief or rear services department Colonel Alter {fnu)

chief of staff
political officer

Asvgistants:

in charge of organizational
affairs

in charge of cadre natiers
in charge of training

in charge of techni:al
affairs

in charge of motor tranapocy
in charge of suppiy

in cherge of elothing and
equipment

CONFIDFYTIAL

VYajor Baldamus (fnu)
¥ajor Resenbuseh (fnu)

Captain Freier (fnu)

Senior Lieutenant Geler (fnu)
Senior Lisutenant Triller (fnu)

Mejor Skupin (fnu)

Captain Xorn (fnu)
Mejor Dabsrkow {fnu)

Seniar Lieutenant Hagedorn (fnu)
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in charge of billsting affairs  Senlor Lieutenant Muelier (fnu)
in charge of medical servicse Lisutenani Colonmel Dr. Steude (£nu)

Total personnel strength of rear servicss department: about 180 men,
including civilians. The rear services department is the superior
headquarters of the technical bases and cf the mchool 2t Avgustusbed,

Officer in charge of Colenel Ienvess-Titzmann {fon’
flight training

The departmental chiefsz also are deputies to the chlaef VDA in their
specific fields. As deputles they rank e« Irigedier generals. Ths
chief of the VDA ranks as general and the zhief of staff as
brigadier general. The officar in cherge of flight training is not
a departmental chlef,

Chiof of training department Colonel Schroster {fmu)
deputy Lisuteparnt Colonel Ulm (fnu)
aselistants:

in charge of flight training Sub-lieutenant Draxdorf (fnuj

in charge of generai training Captain Nowsk {fnu)

in charge of tactics Major Wedth (fnu)

in charge of athletics Captain Xecke (fnu)

in charge of statistiss Senlor Lisutenant Wolf (fnu)
in charge of instruction Captain Dettmann {(fnu)

in charge of parachute Major Lowidath (fnu)
training '

Total personnel strength of training depsritment: sbout 21 men.
Chief of operations department  Lisutsrant Colonel Sommerfeld {(fnu)
deputy _ Gaptain Leibliein (fmu)
assistants Senior Lieutemant Xushn (£m:)
Senicy Lientenant Krajewski {fnu)
Senior Lieutenant Martin (fmu)
Senior lisutenant Heinze (fnu)
Total persounel strength of operations cepartments about 10 men.
Chief of organization depmriment Captain Raden (fnu)
deputy Captain Bessler {fnu)
Total personnel strength of organization department: about 6 men.
Chief of signal department Major Wagner (fnu)

deputy Major Walter (fma)

CONFILENTIAL,
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chief of meteorclogicsl sub- Captain Neuber (fru)
depariment

Total personnsl strength of signal deperiments about 26 men,
ineluding 16 assigned to meteorological sub-Gepartpont,

Chief of cadre depariment . Ilevtenant Colonael Berthels {fiva)
deputy Major Hertel {fnua)
assistants Yajor Krashmer (fnu)
Major Yoiss (fow)

Captain 3chmerter (fou)
Total perascnnel strength ef cadre :iepar’taﬁan’b: about 12 men.
Chief of finance depariment Limutenant Colonel Bawmbach {Frno)
Total perasonnel strength of finance depa-tment: sabout 3 men.

Chief of supply departmant Iisutensant Colomel Schwarz [P
deputy Idevtezant Klinge {(frwu)

Total perscnnel strength of supply dopartment: aboubd 14 men,

The VDA headquarters had a total personnel strength of about
285 officers, 60 NCOs and M, and about 50 sivilians. 2

3. Totgl Persomnel St h_of VDA

The units subordinate %o the VDA hsd the following personnel strength
in March 1954;

VDA headquarters 395
3 Aeroclubs, each about 450 men 1.950
4 technical bases, each about 400 men 1.600
schools 1.800
guard battalions b0

Total 6.145

The personnel of an Aeroclub is composed a3 follows:
headquarters 4 pllots and 6D administrative personnel

lat Bn 36 pilote, 210 technical personnel,
40 administrative personnel

2nd Bn 36 pilots, 180 technical personnel,
40 administrative personnel

The technical personnel of the headquarters of the Aeroclub are
administratively aseignad to the 1st Bn. Each battalion consists
of 3 squadrons and each squadron has 12 pilots,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Chief Captuin Rastz {ou)
chief of staff . Lieutenant Colonel Bitterlich (fnu)

officer in charge of flight Senior Ligubonant Schmidt (fnu)
training

officer in charge of cadre Senior Liewbenant Xochnen (£nu)
saction

According to the table of organization, the following officers
also belong to the headquarters:

Political officer

technical officer

chief of operations department and deputy chief of ataff
chief of organization department

chief of training in firing

chiof navigator

officer in charge of parachute trzining

Total personnel strength of the headquariors of an Aercclub:
about 25 officers and 38 KOs and TH.

Chief of lat Bn Lieutenant Riotschel {fnu)
deputy political officer  Captain Rothe {fmu)
officer in charge of Ldsutenant Maitheus (fnu)

flight training

According to the table of organization, the fmilowing officers also
belong to the headquartars of the lst Bu:

Chief engineer

chlef physician

chief of operations depariment
officer in charge of cadre section
chlef of organization depsrtment .
chief nsvigator

chief of staff

Squadron commarderss

1st Squad Lieutenant Schmidt (fnu)
2nd Squad Senior Lieutonant Reuter (fnu)
3rd Squad Lisutenant Wiess (fnu)

The pilots cf the 2nd Bn were trained in “he USSR betwesn August 1932
and November 1953, No detalled information is availlable on this
battalion as it was not yot completely orpanizsd by April 1953.

5. Aeroelub Neo 700 i 4

The feollowing personnel of the Aeroclub Ho 700 in Drewitz were Muowas

Chief Captain Reinhold (Prm)

chief of staff Captain Zehl {(fnu)

political officer Major Kiessing (fou)
CONFIDENTIAL
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chief of operations Senlor Lisutenant Reichelt (fnu)
department,
chief of lst Bn Captein Kooeppel (fnu)

6. Aerpelub No £00 in Bautzen

The following personnel of the Aeroslub Ne 200 in Baulzen wers

known:
Chief Ligutenant Colonsl Wilpert (fmu)
chief of lst Bn Capiein Ziarie (Tmu)

The commanders of ths Aeroclubs waro scheduled to rank ss brigadicr
genarals, 3

The technical personnel of the individuel squadrons were to rank
as follows: chief technician lieutensnt

technician sub-~lieutenant
meachanic o
7. Soviet Advisers
The Soviet Army had detached the folicwing advisers to the VDA
headquarters:
chief advisger

political adviser

adviser in training watters
adviger in parachute matters
adviser in signal affaire
adviser in engincer matters
nedical adviser

The chief adviser was Colonel Chuganov (fnu). The names of the
other advisers were not known, 41l of ihe advissra were riloia.

8. Technicgl Manuals
The following technical mamwmls were ussd by the units of the VDA

Causez of dungerous flight attitudes and their slimination,
Instructions for pllots oparating Yai~1ls,

Alr traffic regulations,

Practical meteorology for pilets,

Instructions for pilots operating Yak-18s.

Aercbatics with Yak-18a,

Flying through clouds with fighter aircraft.

The training of student pilots.

Afr-to-air and air-to-ground Piring. 4

9. Service Colors
The personnel of the VDA wore the follewing service colors:

Flying personnel: light blue sollar petehes with golden wings,
yellow-bordered light blue cpanlets.
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Technical personnel: light blue eollar patches with silver wings,
white-bordered light blue epaulete,

Administrative personnel: light blue coliar patches witheut wings,
white-bordered light blue epaulsts,

NCOs and M,

Light blue epaulets with or without vings and light blue spaulets
without border.

Equipment, with Afrcraft

Each Aeroclub wes equipped with 11 ¥Yale-183, 11 Yak-1ls, and 1 AN-2,

The Yak-18a which were painted olive drab wers assigned Yo the ist

Brn and the Yak-11s with a light blue i were assigned to the

2nd Bn. Yak-18 No 0Y and Ysk-1ls ib@?a observed vith 25X1
the Aeroclub in Cottbuc. After May 1954, “he airecraflt strength of

the VDA wae to be irrreos~d to 180 Tak-l'm and 120 Y-i=l88. Tre sirereft
arrived from the USSR by veil snd were sasembled by the technical
personnel of the individval battalions, Ropair work on aireraft

was also done by this technical personnel. Each Aersclub was

scheduled t9 be equippsd with a mobile repair shop which, however,

was not yet available. Aircraft engines o model M 11 ¥ R and 4 23,

spare parts, tell units, wings etc., were stored in the central

supply depot in Goerlits, Requests for euch accessories were handed

in by the individual uniis via the Depariisent of the Rear Services.

The AN 2-type aircraft which were scheduiod to be used for

parachute training of the pilots have basa enployed only as courier
aircraft.

Meapors and Instruments on Aircraft

Each Yak-ll was equipped with s machine g fitted in the loft
upper section of the engine cowling for firing through the
propellier disk. All aireraft weapons were dismantied from the
aireraft and stored in the central ordnance depot of the Aerseclubs,
Each alrcraft vas equipped with s radio transmitier and receiver,

2 radio compess (Radio-Halbkompsssd end vavigational and safety
devices., The Ysk-11 was additionally equipped with a camers gun
(Photo-Maschinengevenr) with a control caers for the aighting
mechanism; during firing practices; the control camers uuiomaticsaily
checks the yasition of tha mirror reflex aight. Seat<typs
parachutes were loaned ouvi bty Soviet units and stored ln the '
rarachute depots of the individual Aerocinbs. Parachute troops were
trained by Soviei instructors. Az no towss for the drying of
parachutes were availeble, the parachutes had not been folded snd
racked since September 1952,

Acpament and Ammunition

Small arms: model 28 1ight machine gung
model 41 sutwachine guns
model 44 carbines
medel FN 9 and TT 30 pistels

All of the ars were stored in the nentys.. ordnance depot of the
tachnical bases from whers they wera issusd on request to the
individual battaliona and squadrons. The rwmber of small arms
available did not meet requirements. svmurition was stored in

CONFIDENTIAL,
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ampunition bunkeras, No bLombs were available. The establichment, of
a general ammunition depot in the Gorgast Fort, along the Berlin.
Ruestrin road was undar cousideration, The fort was inspected by

officers of the Department of. the Rear Services during the spring
of 1954, 5

13. Eguipment of Technical Bases with Motor Vehicles

The motor transport company of the individual tschnical beses
was equipped with the followlng motor vehicles:

3 71IS mobile flight control station

1 ZIS truek with hoisting gear

2 2IS and ‘haenomen-type f'ire trucks

2 tank trucks with trailers

1 Yolotov-type oil truck

3 or 4 ambulances

3 Horch-type command cars

2 RSB and RAV-type radic trucka

several trucks, tractors and caterplllar tractors.

Repair on motor vehicles was done by the irdividual motor transport
comranies. The fuel dumps at the airfislds wvere suberdinate to the
technical base. Fuel and lubricants were supplied by the Department
of Rear Services, & supply depot for air technical equipment &t the
airfield, an oxygen station, a compressed-air station and a battery
charging station were assigned to esch tuchnical tase. Motor

vehicle numbers observed included sedan |

25X1

1. Instruection Equd pment:

The battalions of the Aeroclubs were squipped with a sufficient
number of charts and models for instructiion on fluid mechanics,
navigation, aircraft and aireraft englng theory, a2nd the
theoretical ikstruction on flying. 4 link-trainer was under
develomment, Aerial gunnery training ssts of model STI 2 were
manufactured by the Zeiss Plant in Alternwrg.

15, Iraining Program During the Winter Perigd from December 1953
Yo Aprdl 1954

The follewing training was conducted:

25X1

Fractice flights: at least 52 hours, at most 72 hours

Fractice Tlights on Yak~1%s and Yak-lis:

Iocal flights 12 hours

aerobatics 0 »

Instrument flights 6 n

cross—country flighta o

flying in elemenis 0 =

of two ‘
air attack exercises 4 % {only with Yek-1la)

Instruction: about 376 hours

political indoetrination 110 howrs
tactics 30

CONFIDENTIAL,
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airersft engines 15 honw
alirframen 15 n
radio sets on sircrafi 15 0"
aircraft srmament 20 &
aireratc instruments is "
navigation BIC
neteorvlogy g =
asrodynamics i5 "
militery besic training g ®
athletics 20 0w
topography BRI
first uid LI
Russian language 38 =
radic communicationa g w®

16, Flight Treining

The order for flying sctivity was issusd by the operations shief
of the Aeroclub, confirmed hy the commanier of the Ravselub,amt
then transmitted to the commanding ofisr of the heitalion
involved. Tre triefing of the flying pericrnel of the unid
concearnad took place on ths preceding dar at 1800 under the
command of the chief of the unit. The £l.ght schedule was

turnad in by the uvnits to the chief adviier of the VDA husdquacters
on the day mreceding the air activity. 75 wes discussed with the
deputy commander in charge of flight %ra.ning and then handed over
to the Soviet Air Army in Werder. This h:adquarters gave the
prermission for the scheduled air sctivits. When Soviet units Ulew
in the air space of the VPL, the VPL als.uralft wore confirmed Lo
local flying.

Just before a.ir activity was started, the alreraft vmre Waosed up
by the techulcians on the aprons in fron: of the harnwes.
the aireraft were taksn over Uy the pilsip. Whils the airversr .
was taxying to the take-off peint, the cs-ders were tranariite’
by redio. Before air activity began, the pllots were insyeche’
by = physician.

a. losal flishts., These fiiphis were zade at an altitude af
abrut 200 meters. Landings wers required to bs apot Jmodisgs
if at all possible. When the aircra{t approached the landioe
cross at an altitude of about 100 meters, the rmbile Fiight
contrel statlon ordered the aireraft by radio to g9 arouns
again., Fach local flight lasted about & minutes.

b. Aerotstics, Duwring the Ffirst 30U mirutes, the treines fiww
with the trainer snd flew right and ‘eft banks a% 60 ard
90 degrees, left snd right rolis, double rolls |, and
{rmeimann turns. Turipsg the aext Flight of 30 minubes, thz
trainee was instructed by the trairver in pdvancsd
aerobatica including vormal ioops ard inverted loops, spinning
to the left and right, not nove Thar twe ravolutilons,
subsequently emergency landings in jlide flights while the
flight instrustor thwrattled the gan. Those zerobatics wars
finglly made in #olo flight by the traines under she
supervision ¢f the squadron commuadivr for s dvration of
30 mirutes to 35 minuten. Durdng these serisl mancovers the
aireraft were not allowod 2o £ly hijhere than 1,500 neters.
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c. Inpgtrument Flishts, The trainse practiced with the trainer for

45 minutes at an altitude of 1,500 meters, The curtains of the
trainee’s cockpit were lowsred. The take-offs and landings were
made by the trainer.

d. ¢ -C Five cross~-ccuntry flights of about

80 minutes' diration vere mads with the trainer. Then, the
trainee made an exsmination flight of the same duration. The
Cottbus-Kanens-Bautzen-Cottbus route or vice versa was
generally flown without intermediate landings. The second
elrcraft took off for the crosa-country flight whenr the firsh
gircraft wvas flying over the next alrfield. The flights were
made at an altitude of at least 2,000 meters. The ceiling wusm
not mors than 3/i0 overcast and visitility not under 25 ku.
The aircraft was inradio communication enly with the ground
radio station of the home field,

e. Formstion Flying, During the practics flights, the leading

eireraft was manned by the trainer and trainees, while the
sacond aircraft of the element was only occupiad by one

tralnee. The take-offs were made individually. The aireraft

&% the right side of the element flew about 50 meters from

the other plane and 8lightly to the raar with its engine in
1ine with the tail unit of the leading aireraft. Each formetion
£light lasted 80 o 90 mimutes. The flight altitude was between .
1,800 and 2,200 meters.

f. At : These flights wers only made with a

trainer on the Yak-11 aircraft,

Ingtruct, tic

-

Support of grownd troops by fighter sircraft: Time achedule
for the support of attacks or the defonse of ground troops.
Points of main effart. Employment of fighter as ground attash
sircraft in the battle zone. Co-oparation with artillery.
Deception maneuvers.

Jolned comnitment of fighter and ground attsck unita:
Frotection of ground atteck aircraft by fighters ip battle
zonss. Close co-oparstion between cozmanders of fighter and
ground attack units,

c. Enployment of fighters as ground attack aireraft prior o the

“employment” 6f light and medium' bomber units in the enemy arss
near the front line: Attacks by fighters with weapons and
bombs at enemy fighter airfields. Dropping of bowbs and firing
with aircraft armament at radar stations and air reporting
stations,

d. Fighter escor{ for bomber units: Whea formations of bomber

alrcraft and piston-engine aircraft 'are escorted by jot
fighters, the fighter formation circlss over the bombes
formation. Advance fighter elements fly 5 to 10 ¥m ahead of
the formation for reconneissance purrase. A smaller element
of the Tighter unit flies under the tomber formation, When
Jjet bomberz are escorted by jet Tightars, an advance fighter

CONFIDENTIAL 25X1
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olement flies about 3 lm shead of the bomber formation. Additional
elements of the fighter unit fly at the risht and left sides of
the bombers at tha same altitude, while another eloment flies in
the rear and over the bomber formation. The number of fighters
employed depends on the number of bombers., Ths commanding officer
of the bomber unit maintains radio connsetion with the commandsr
of the fighter unit using the frequency of fighter units.

18. Political Indoctrination and Security Measures

All ranks up to major received political indoetrination for 2

hours every Monday and for 1 hour every Saturday. The individual
departments of the headquarters were given a 30-minute riefing

on press reports every morning. The generals, colonels and
lieutenant colonele were givem political indoctrination and
instruction on specific subjects on 3 consecutive days each monmth.
Thig training was also attended by all sommanding officers and
political officers of the Aeroclubs, Tho Political Department

was responsible for the political indoctrination of all members

of the VDA headquertars. The officers of the Folitical Department
were aleo charged with supervising the instruction methods and

the active participation of the subordinate units. After completion
of training periods, intermediate examinations were held for all
ranks. About €0 percent of the persomnel of the VDA headquartars
were considared follovers of the Communist party line. The contimuous
changes in training procedurss and other plans had en unfavorable
offect on the morale of the personnel.

19. ini the USS

The pilot training course, which was held in the USSR near the Dom
River betwoen August 1952 and November 1353, was originally
scheduled to iast 2 years. It was discontinued as the training
with Jet alreraft was cancelled. During the course, 21 of the
about 200 students were rsplaced because of physical unfitness.
The students in the USSR reached the same status of £light training
as the VPL pilots in Bast Germany but were given a more intensive
theoretical training. No other training course wes scheduled to be
held In the USSR, Ho cbzervations were e indicating the
resunption of training with jet aircraft.® It was learned that a
pilot school instead of an Aeroclub was to be established at
Kamenz airfield.

The re~organization of the VFPL
er Dscember c previcusly been reported by othar
sources is confirmed by the present report. For layout sketch of
the billeting area of Cottibus airfield and quartering facilities
of VDA headquarters, Aerocliub No 600 and Technicel Base No 301,
see Annex.

2, |  |cormgpt, This first detailed information on the crgeniszation
of the VDA headquarters appears credible, The officer in charge of
alr tralning probably exercises the functions of an inspector.

1.
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\ 3 Comment. The information that the commanding officexn of

\ the individual Aeroclubs are schediled to rank as brigadier
' generals indlcates that the Aeroclub 18 similar to an air division.
25X1
boo —@2‘.‘1&. The list of manuals does not include manuals on
training activity with MiG-15s. The theoretical instruction on
this sircraft type was diseontinued on 17 June 1953.
25X1
Se \_L&mgg‘ The Gorgast Fort 1s included in the 1ist of RVP
inztallations. It has not been determined, however, whether the
fort will be used by the army or air force units of the KVP or
by both tranches of service. X1
25

6. nt. The pin-point location in the USSR of the training
inatallations for VPL pllots has not been determined. Alrfields
near Podolsk and Mingk have been mentioned. It is rossible that
training courses were held at several locations. It is assumed

that only & total of about 180 pilots wers trained in the USSR.

25X1
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~ 1 - Annex

Oblect I, occupied by VDA

Block 1

Block 2

Block 3

Block 4

Temporary btuildings
Guardhouse

W N

Qblect III, occupied by Reroclub Cottbus and Technicsl Baae

7 Destroyed buildings
8 Fire department
9 Temporary buildings

10 Garages

11 Garages

12  Kitchen '
13 Quartering facilities for 1lst Tech Base

14 Sentry btox

15 Dispensary

16 Headquarters building of 1lst Tech Base

17 Guardhouse

18  Quartering facilities for female members of VP

19  Building occupied by Trade Organization (Handelsorganisation] {(HO)
20 Guardhouse

21  Xitchen

22  Aercclub No 600

23 Classrooms

24  Kitehen of flying personnel

25 , Aeroclub No 600

26 " 1st and 2nd Bns of Aeroclud

27  Building occupied by HO

28 Quarters for flying personnel

29 Quarters for technical personnel of 2nd Bn

30 Quarters for lst Bn

31 Hospital

32 Switchboard

33 Bullding occupied by headquarters of Aeroclub No 600
34 Bullding occupied by headquarters of lst and 2nd Bns
35 Kitchen for technical parsonnel

36 Athletin grounds

37 Firing reange for small-caliber arms

38 Battery charging station and oxygen station

39 Hangars

40 Flight control station

41 Gymnasium

42 Heating plant

43  Spur track

44 Fuel dump
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